" THE FOURTH CLIMACTERIC," JUNE 22, 1941
At four o'clock this morning Hitler attacked and invaded
Russia. All his usual formalities of perfidy were observed with
scrupulous technique. A non-aggression treaty had been solemnly
signed and was in force between the two countries. No complaint
had been made by Germany of its non-fulfilment. Under its cloak
of false confidence, the German armies drew up in immense strength
along a line which stretches from the White Sea to the Black Sea ;
and their air fleets and armoured divisions slowly and methodically
took their stations. Then, suddenly, without declaration of war,
without even an ultimatum, German bombs rained down from the
air upon the Russian cities, the German troops violated the frontiers;
and an hour later the German Ambassador, who till the night before
was lavishing his assurances of friendship, almost of alliance, upon
the Russians, called upon the Russian Foreign Minister to tell him
that a state of war existed between Germany and Russia.
Thus was repeated on a far larger scale the same kind of outrage
against every form of signed compact and international faith which
we have witnessed in Norway, Denmark, Holland and Belgium, and
which Hitler's accomplice and jackal Mussolini so faithfully imitated
in the case of Greece.
All this was no surprise to me. In fact I gave clear and precise
warnings to Stalin of what was coming. I gave him warning as I
have given warning to others before. I can only hope that this
warning did not fall unheeded. All we know at present is that the
Russian people are defending their native soil and that their leaders
have called upon them to resist to the utmost.
Hitler is a monster of wickedness,, insatiable in his lust for blood
and plunder. Not content with having all Europe under his heel,
or else terrorized into various forms of abject submission, he must
now carry his work of butchery and desolation among the vast
multitudes of Russia and of Asia. The terrible military machine,
which we and the rest of the civilized world so foolishly, so supinely,
so insensately allowed the Nazi gangsters to build up year by year
from almost nothing, cannot stand idle lest it rust or fall to pieces.
It must be in continual motion, grinding up human lives and tramp-
ling down the homes and the rights of hundreds of millions of men.
Moreover it must be fed, not only with flesh but with oil.
So now this bloodthirsty guttersnipe must launch his mechanized
armies upon new fields of slaughter, pillage and devastation. Poor
as are the Russian peasants, workmen and soldiers, he must steal
from them their daily bread^; he must devour their harvests; he
must rob them of the oil which drives their ploughs; and thus
produce a famine without example in human history. And even the